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teaching and the dispensing with the use of a formal
time-table are being made, so that the work during
school hours may approximate as nearly as possible
to the spirit of healthy activity at other times.
These experiments are in certain cases meeting with
considerable success and it may prove that here is
a definite step towards a solution.

When school days are over the place of the school-
master or schoolmistress is taken by the foreman,
forewoman or the shop steward in the mill, by the chief
clerk in the office, or by the supervisor or individual
employer in a smaller way. The change in many cases
is unmistakably for the worse. A discerning parish
priest can distinguish by their conversation and bear-
ing between the lads from a pit, mill or other place
of work with a good, healthy tone, and those
employed where there is the opposite. Many a boy
and girl becomes spiritually broken before the age
of seventeen, owing to the stifling spiritual atmosphere
of their place of work ; for instead of the growth that
should have taken place there has been distortion
and dwarfing. In not a few cases where the half-
time system still flourishes like a green bay tree the
mischief is begun before school days are over.
Welfare work and the establishment of various works
schools, clubs and societies increase enormously the
influence for good of the time spent in association
with the place of work ; but the problem is one which
labour can largely settle for itself, for in its ultimate
nature it is independent of wages and material
considerations. It concerns character and outlook
upon life. Because of the eternal value of these
things it was possible in the sight of God for Lazarus